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1. INTRODUCCIÓ GENERAL A LA MATÈRIA I RECOMANACIONS DE 
CONEIXEMENTS PREVIS. 

 

This course consists basically of two parts: “theoretical” and “practical”. The 

“theoretical” section is mainly a course on English syntax. The “practical” one aims at 

improving the student’s both spoken and written competence in English.  

 

2. OBJECTIUS GENERALS 
 

Through the exploration and analysis of linguistic data, this course aims to improve the 

students’ knowledge of English grammatical structures and promote reflection upon 

language. In essence, it is intended to encourage their critical abilities with regard to 

linguistic phenomena. 

Initially, the course will offer a review of the different types of phrases in 

contemporary English (noun phrase, adjective phrase, possessive phrase, adverb phrase, 

and prepositional phrase), their features and structure. After paying due attention to the 



structure and characteristics of the simple clause, students will be introduced to the 

study of complex and compound sentences. The syntactic processes of coordination and 

subordination will be analyzed in detail, as well as the different types of subordinate 

clauses that may be found in English (e.g. complement clauses, relative clauses, 

comparative clauses, non-finite clauses, or adverbial clauses). Finally, special attention 

will be paid to the syntactic analysis of the previous units and its representation through 

tree diagrams. 

 

3. ESTRUCTURA DELS CONTINGUTS DE L’ASSIGNATURA 
 

1. Basic concepts in Grammar:  

1.1. Linguistic description: syntax 

1.2. Constituent structure, classes and functions 

1.2.1. Identification of constituents 

1.2.2. Classes: word, phrase, clause, sentence 

1.2.3. Functions 

1.2.3.1.Head vs dependent 

1.2.3.2.Dependents: complements vs modifiers 

 

2. The Clause  

2.1. Kernel clause vs non-kernel clause 

2.2. Subject vs predicate 

 

3. The Verb Phrase 

3.1. Head, complements and adverbials 

3.2. The Verb Group 

3.3. Types of complements and patterns of complementation 

3.4. Types of adverbials: modifiers vs peripheral dependents 

 

4. The Noun Phrase 

4.1. Nouns, Noun Phrases and Nominal Expressions 

4.2. Dependents within NP structure 

4.2.1. Determiners 

4.2.2. Modifiers: Pre-head and post-head modifiers 

4.2.3. Complements 

4.2.4. Other kinds of dependents 

 

5. The Adjective Phrase, the Prepositional Phrase and the Adverbial Phrases 

5.1. Adjectives: General structure. Dependents: complements vs modifiers 

5.2. Prepositions: General structure: governor & complement. Modifiers 

5.3. Adverbs: General structure. Dependents: complements vs modifiers 

 

6. Compound/Multiple and Complex Sentences 

6.1. Structure and Defining Features  

6.2. Connections between Clauses. Syntactic Relationships 

6.3. Coordination vs Subordination vs Interordination. Main Differences 

 

7. The coordination of clauses 

7.1. Definition and features 

7.2. Basic coordination 



7.3. Non-Basic Coordination 

 

8. The subordination of clauses 

10.1. Definition and features 

10.2. Relative clauses 

10.3. Complement clauses  

10.4. Non-finite clauses: structure and functions 

10.5. Adverbial subordinate clauses 

10.6 Other: comparative clauses, verbless clauses 

 

9. The interordination of clauses 

11.1. Definition and features 

11.2. Conditional structures 

11.3. Concessive structures 

 

 

4. METODOLOGIA DE TREBALL DE L’ASSIGNATURA  
 

Theoretical explanations will be combined with different kinds of activities. Students 

will be encouraged to undertake independent reading so as to supplement what they are 

learning and to broaden their individual knowledge and understanding of the subject.  

 

 

5. CRITERIS D’AVALUACIÓ 
 

The student will be able to choose one of two options: 

a) Mixed assessment (continuous assessment plus final exam): 

The student will be able to choose one of two options: 

a) Mixed assessment (continuous assessment plus final exam): 

• a student’s regular attendance to at least 80% of the practical sessions (the 

number of practical sessions will be stipulated by the lecturer on the first week) 

will contribute up to 15% towards their final mark. Students will need to take 

part in the practical sessions proposed by the teacher; 

 

• a student’s production of 3 written essays, and the marks obtained in them, will 

contribute up to 15% towards their final mark. The essays will have to be sent 

by e-mail or given in on the day stipulated by the teacher. Plagiarism, excessive 

and/or uncritical use of internet sources and faulty expression in English will be 

penalized; 

 

• those students who choose to be assessed in this manner –and pass the 

continuous assessment– will have to take a final exam, but its mark will count 

for 70% of the total; 

 

• it is necessary to pass the exam (with a 5) for the remaining 30% to be added to 

the mark. 



 

b) Exam-only assessment: 100% final exam. 

Those students who choose this option are nevertheless encouraged to do the rest of the 

subject’s activities (exercises provided in the practical sessions and essays), since it is 

all invaluable practice for the final exam. In their case, any marks obtained will be for 

their guidance. 

 

 

c) Description of the final exam:  
 

The final exam will be different depending on the assessment type chosen. The exam 

for assessment type B will cover aspects which in assessment type A will be covered in 

the practical sessions and in the essays. 

 

 

6. ADVICE TO THE STUDENTS 
 

• please take good notice of any deadlines for submission of work. No excuses 

will be accepted or deadlines extended; 

• all students will take official exams on the date stipulated by the faculty. The 

teacher will not set an exam on an alternative date unless for a major reason; 

• make use of tutorials. 
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