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INTERNATIONAL COMPUTER SCIENCE INSTITUTE’  (ICSI) FELLOWSHIP 
CALL FOR SPANISH TECHNOLOGISTS 
 
 
 ICSI is a spin-off of the Computer Science Division of the Department of Electrical 
Engineering and Computer Science at the University of California at Berkeley (UCB), and 
was inaugurated 13 years ago. It is focused on pre-competitive research in computer science 
and related areas. Principal areas of study include Internet research, artificial intelligence, 
computational theory, and spoken language processing.   Its funding comes from US federal 
agencies’ multi-disciplinary projects (like those promoted by the NSF), from American and 
European consortia, both public and private, and by parties interested in applied and basic 
research being carried out among partners, including those who could be competitors in the 
commercial arena. 
 
 ICSI maintains excellent relationships with several departments on the UCB campus,  
which is nearby, but it is most closely associated with the Department of Electrical 
Engineering and Computer Science. It also has close relations with a number of Information 
Technology and Telecommunications  companies, some of which are located within the San 
Francisco Bay area (e.g., Intel). This area of the USA has long been a key world center in 
technological development, both for the computer industry and for networking development.  
Internationally, ICSI researchers are in a key position to collaborate with major players in its  
core research areas; for instance, in Internet research, ICSI participates strongly in the IETF 
and in Sigcomm, and in speech research ICSI is a key player in the ETSI standards effort for 
distributed speech recognition from cell phones. Therefore, ICSI is an important observation 
post for the analysis and evaluation of trends and opportunities emerging from these fast-
moving markets and technologies. 
 
 According to the collaboration agreement being promoted by the Spanish Science and 
Technology Ministry (MCYT) with the International Computer Science Institute (ICSI) at 
Berkeley in California (USA) for this year, a call for project proposals is open for Spanish 
researchers under the conditions below. 
 

 
1. Fellowships objectives:  
 

This call for proposals to Spanish Technologists is oriented towards those graduates of 
high-level careers (Ingeniero Superior o Licenciado) dealing with Information 
Technology and Communications (IT&C) curricula. 
 
The financial aids being offered by ICSI fellowships have the objective of  subsidizing the 
selected candidates' living costs while working at ICSI for a given period. This work can 
either be done at ICSI itself or in UCB departments where ICSI maintains a collaboration 
framework. Fellows typically join pre-existing projects to do pre-competitive research in 
IT&C technologies. Further information on current ICSI research activities can be found 
at:  http://www.icsi.berkeley.edu . 

 
 
2. Candidates profile: 
 

Candidates must comply with the following requirements: 
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a) They must hold  Spanish citizenship and an Ingeniero Superior or Licenciado  

degree or higher. 
b) They must have carried out a significant research and development (R&D) activity 

at a public or private organization regarding IT&C technologies during the last five 
years; or, must be currently involved in the creation process (start-up or spin-off) 
of a technological company in this field. The successful participation in an R&D 
project in related technologies of the National Plan will be considered as 
meritorious.  

c) Candidates must have a proficiency in spoken and written English, to facilitate 
interaction in a multinational project team. They must demonstrate some evidence 
of this capability, for instance by means of a proficiency certificate issued by an 
official center or a well-known organization or a written certification proving their 
stay in a foreign English-language R&D center for at least one year. 

 
 
3. Call for proposals technical objectives: 
 

As a general rule, the reference technical objectives correspond to those specified in 
the current IV National Plan of Research, Development and Technological Innovation 
2000-2003, concerning IT&C technology and Information Society programmes 
subjects (see: http://www.mcyt.es) that apply to the existing working groups in ICSI. 
 
Any area related to IT&C will potentially be considered but priority will be given to 
ICSI's key areas of research, which include: 
 

a) Internet architectures, protocols and open networking. 
b) Deeply distributed systems such as sensor nets and other ad hoc networks 
c) Game theory and economics, particularly as it relates to the Internet 
d) Business and Information Technologies (IT), in order to examine the 

international IT and telecommunication environment (new trends, 
opportunities, strategy and management of the new technologies) from a 
business perspective. 

e) New developments, applications or technology research concerning speech 
processing, and in particular robust speech recognition (e.g., for distributed 
speech recognition from cell phones and PDAs) 

f) Spoken language interaction in meetings (both analysis of interaction and 
of the spoken language properties). 

g) Advanced interface development for telematics applications, incorporating 
deep models of human language 

h) Computational linguistics, including algorithm and corpus development 
(such as  semantic role annotation). 

i) Ubiquitous Computing, with particular emphasis on interfaces (e.g., 
speech). 

j) Theoretical computer science  
k) Computational biology: in particular, bioinformatics and cognitive 

modeling (e.g., of memory) 
 

 
4. Evaluation criteria of the proposals: 
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The ICSI-MCYT joint technical committee will evaluate the candidate proposals based 
upon the following criteria: 
 

a) How the project proposal objectives match the call for proposal objectives 
described in section 3. 

b) The candidates curricula Vitae, especially as it reflects the scientific excellence 
and  the ability to contribute substantially to the proposed project.  

c) The projected impact of the proposal and its relevance for the National 
technological development and specifically with the priority objectives as defined 
in the IT&C Programme of the current National Plan of Research, Development 
and Technological Innovation 2000-2003. This relevance will be regarded in the 
new technology creation process, on the basis of potential advanced products 
development in the long and medium run related to the above mentioned 
technologies,  or in the start-up process of related new technological companies. 

 
 
5. Fellowship Types: 
 

There will be two Fellowship types that will apply to the selected candidates, once they 
effectively join ICSI, which is located at: 
 
  1947 Center Street 
  Berkeley, California 94704-1198 
  USA 
 
The Fellowship types are as follows: 
 

a) Visiting Fellowship, for those selected candidates that, maintaining their 
contractual relationship with their institutions or home companies, will receive 
from them 50 % or more of their regular base salary while staying at ICSI. 
Eligibility must be confirmed via a certificate issued by the appropriated 
department of their home organization. This certificate, or an additional one, will 
also show explicitly that the selected candidate has been granted permission for the 
stay at ICSI, corresponding to the dates and during the period that the candidate 
has proposed. In this case the selected candidates will receive from ICSI a total 
amount of 2,500 US $ per month during their stay. The visit must be for a period 
of at least  six months. 

b) Full Fellowship, for those selected candidates that, regardless of any contractual 
relationship with an institution or home company, will receive from them less than 
50 % of their regular base salary while staying at ICSI. As in the case mentioned 
before, this condition must be shown through the corresponding certificate issued 
by the appropriate department of their home organization. This certificate, or an 
additional one, will also show explicitly that the selected candidate is granted the 
corresponding permission for the stay at ICSI, at the date and during the period the 
candidate has proposed (or with the statement that the organization will stop the 
relationship with the candidate during his / her stay at ICSI). In this case the 
selected candidates will receive from ICSI a total amount of 4,000 US $ per month 
during their stay. For a Full Fellowship, the visit must be for a minimum of six 
months. In the case that the candidate, at the moment of the selection process, has 
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no labor contract with any institution nor company, he / she must present a letter 
with a pledge or promise statement to this effect. 

c) Established Researcher Fellowship, oriented to high repute or senior scientists and 
technologist that, being selected, present a well founded proposal to overview or 
evaluate in the ICSI’ environment some of the above mentioned technologies and 
related subjects. The visit must be for a period of at least two months and the 
candidates selected will receive a total amount from ICSI of 2,500 US $ per month 
or 4,000 US $ per month, depending on the percentage of their regular salary to be 
received from their home organization during their stay in ICSI as described in the 
above mentioned fellowship types a) and b) respectively. As in previous cases, this 
circumstance must be demonstrated by means of the corresponding certificated 
issued by the appropriated department of their home organization. Also they must 
show written evidence of being granted with their organization permission for their 
stay in ICSI for the requested period.     

 
In both cases, the selected candidates must show written evidence of their experience 
during a minimum period of five years in R&D activities, or according to section 2. 
conditions. 
 
Also in both cases, the selected candidates will receive, upon the acceptance at ICSI of 
a travel expense report (including the airline receipt), a travel expenses reimbursement 
(a round trip air fare ticket in economy class, from their home locations to San 
Francisco, USA) up to 1,800 US $. 
 
Candidates submitting proposals to this call will state clearly, in the proposal form 
shown below, the Fellowship type that they are applying for, the starting date and the 
duration of their stay in ICSI, and all the other information requested in this form. 
After the pre-selection process is completed, the pre-selected candidates will be 
requested to fill-in a second form, with further details and to present the supporting 
documentation evidence described in this section and in section 2.  
 
Selected candidates commit themselves to carry out the technical activities and to 
pursue the proposal objectives, as described in their proposal, during their stay in ICSI. 
Moreover, they must deliver, within the last two weeks of their stay in ICSI, a final 
technical report to the ICSI Director (in English), with a copy to the MCYT 
representative in Spain, at the electronic address below. This report will describe in 
detail the work carried out, the references of any publications made, the relevant 
achievements and results and all other relevant technical information dealing with his / 
her work in ICSI (such as patents, copyrights, etc.)  
 
The candidates accept all the above mentioned conditions when they join this call for 
proposals. Any untruthful information provided by the candidate in the proposal form 
will result in the rejection of his / her proposal.  

 
6. Proposals submission and timing of the call: 

 
The project proposals will be submitted following the form including in section 7, and 
will be sent, as an attachment, by e-mail, to the address: 
 
  icsi@mcyt.es 
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With an electronic copy to the Director of ICSI, to the address: 
 
  morgan@icsi.berkeley.edu 
 
The call is open today and will be closed on December 30th  of 2002, at 15:00 Spanish 
time. 
By this date, a Joint Technical Committee (MCYT and ICSI) will select proposals 
according to the criteria and technical objectives shown above, and will notify the pre-
selected candidates by January 17th  of 2003 in order to request the supporting 
documentation as mentioned in section 5, and any other additional information when 
needed. 

 
7. Proposals format: 

 
Proposals to this call must be written in English, filling in all the sections of the form as 
included in Annex 1, in an open electronic format (PDF, RTF, etc) .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


