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1. GENERAL INTRODUCTION 

Poesia Anglesa is taught in the fifth year of the English Philology degree and it 
completes the overview of English literature initiated in previous years with Literatura 
Anglesa I and II , Narrativa Anglesa and Teatre Anglès, focusing this time on the 
poetic genre. The course will start with an introduction to the formal features of 
English poetry and a general survey of poetry in Britain before the twentieth century. 
However, its main focus will be twentieth-century poetry, which will occupy most of 
the sessions in the course.  

The approach will be mainly chronological, although the need to cover such a long 
period of time implies that there will be absences in the list of poets selected. It is 
highly recommended for students to revise the contents and literary skills acquired in 
Literatura Anglesa I and II , particularly regarding the contextualisation of texts and 
cultural background of the literary periods under study, as little time will be devoted to 
this in the course. 
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2. OBJECTIVES 

The purpose of the course is to guide students in their critical appraisal of poetry in 
English, helping them to overcome previous difficulties when approaching poetry and 
fostering the development of strategies for the understanding and interpretation of 
poetic texts. As a consequence, special attention will be paid to the analysis of poems, 
which will be selected following criteria of diversity and influence. The development 
of students’ critical skills and respect for diversity are also important aims of the 
course. 
 
 
3. CONTENTS 
 
1. Introduction: Formal features of poetry in English 

  1.1. Metre 
  1.2. Homophony 
  1.3. Poetic forms 
  1.4. Rhetorical tropes 
 

2. A general survey of British poetry up to the 20th century 
    2.1. 16th-century poetry: The Court and the sonnet 
    2.2. The early 17th century: The Metaphysical Poets 
    2.3. Late 17th-century and 18th-century poetry: Restoration and satire 
    2.4. The 19th century: Romantics and Victorians 
 
3. The early 20th century 
    3.1. The pre-war years: Edwardian and Georgian poetry 
    3.2. The War Poets 
    3.3. Modernist poetry 
    3.4. Poetry in the 1930s: The Pylon Poets 
 
4. Poetry after World War II 
    4.1. The 1940s: Neo-Romanticism 
    4.2. The 1950s: The Movement 
    4.3. The British Poetry Revival and the New Poetry 
 
5. New voices in English poetry 
    5.1. Feminism and women’s poetry 
    5.2. Poetry from the former colonies 
    5.3. Black British poetry 
 

 
4. METHODOLOGY 

As there will be no teaching hours for this course, students must prepare the contents 
on their own with the support of the course website on Campus Extens and tutorials 
when needed. The course website will be an important help for students as it will 
provide extra materials such as slides with a summary of the main contents for each 
unit, additional bibliography and information on useful websites. 
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5. ASSESSMENT 

It will consist of a final exam including two sections: the identification and 
commentary of one or several poetic texts selected from those included in the syllabus 
(50%) and a number of questions (50%). Both sections must be passed independently 
in order to pass the exam. 

 
Please bear in mind the following: 

The dates and times of the official exams will not be altered under any circumstances, 
except those contemplated by the Reglament Acadèmic (when two exams coincide on 
the same day with a time difference of under three hours between them). Students will 
not be allowed into the classroom when the exam has already started. 

Article 40 in the Reglament Acadèmic will be applied in cases of cheating, 
plagiarism, cyberplagiarism, or any other fraudulent practice in the process of 
assessment: “Amb independència del procediment disciplinari que es pugui seguir 
contra l’estudiant infractor, la realització demostradorament fraudulenta d’algun dels 
exercicis exigits en l’avaluació d’alguna assignatura comportarà la nota de 0 en la 
convocatòria corresponent”. 
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Other resources 

http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms.html        (on literary terms) 

http://www.online-literature.com       (information on specific authors) 

 

 


